
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thursday Meeting 
April 24, 2008 

 
The Chapter 797 meeting will be at the 
Suwannee County 
Airport EAA 
building. Sheryl’s 
Buffet will bring 
Spaghetti and 
Meatballs at 6:30 
and all our 
members are asked to bring a dish to share 
with everyone. A-L please bring veggies and 
M-Z bring desserts. 
  
 President’s Message:  
 
I want to thank everyone for their prayers 
and thoughts for Ted during his stay in the 
hospital as well as while he was home 
recuperating. Also thanks to all that sent a 
card from Sun’n Fun and signed to say they 
missed us. We sure do appreciate it all.  
 
We sure missed being at Sun’n Fun this 
year, we are very hopeful for next year. Ted 
is coming along well and should be doing a 
lot better in a month or so. 
 

We had a good meeting last month and I 
appreciate everyone coming out to it. 
 
We do need a newsletter editor, this 
newsletter will be short. We do need 
someone to step up to the plate and give us a 
hand. Sandy can’t do it anymore and I really 
don’t want to do both. It really does not take 
too much time to do and it is really a fun 
thing to look for different articles that would 
be of interest to our group. It is a wonderful 
learning experience and keeps you on your 
toes, as the saying goes. 
 
The presentation this month will be a DVD 
that I received from  Oshkosh. “The Spirit of 
Aviation” It is a really wonderful 
presentation that all of us have experienced 
and makes you fell proud that you are in 
Aviation.  
 
LeRoy Boe will give us an update on Sun’n 
Fun 
 
The Breakfast will be Saturday the 26th; we 
will change the time from 8:30 to 10:30. 
Come and help us out or just eat what we 
cook for you and visit with your friends or 
make new ones. Hope to see you there. 
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Sun’n Fun update 
  By LeRoy Boe 

 
     It was a difficult year at SNF to say the least!!!  I got 
there on Wed the 2nd to find Bob Hamel of Canada there 
already and he had removed the tarps from the wagons 
and unloaded them to let them dry out. That night we had 
wind and rain (a fair soaker). The next day we went and 
got supplies to clean and touch up the paint. I got some 
yellow paint to change the prices on the signs on the 
wagons. Bob & my wife Bonnie spent that afternoon and 
the next day scrubbing the seats and removing mildew 
and retouching the grey paint. In the meantime, I painted 
the sign background yellow several coats to hide the old 
price, and then I spent the whole next day repainting the 
signs and changing prices. On Friday, some more help 
showed up and we pressure washed all the decks on the 
wagons. They needed to be repainted also, so we sent 
Paul Michel to get supplies and we painted all the decks. 
On Friday, the tractors arrived and we had to install the 
hitches and trailer balls. The big wagon is much taller 
than the others so we had to go to maintenance and 
fabricate a riser and have bushings made because the 
drawbar holes were 1-1/4" and the ball shanks were 1" 
also a trip to town to find some large long bolts to mount 
the risers on the drawbars. In the meantime Killy and 
Paul Chiappini and others wired up the horns on the 
tractors so the safety person on the back of the wagon 
could warn the driver. I went to see the new controller at 
SNF headquarters to make sure we had a contract to 
work under and sign the rental agreement for our 
wagons. Saturday and Sunday were spent finishing up 
the details and staking out our tent location. They had 
dug a ditch along the fence behind where our tent was to 
go because the Cirrus tent behind our location and 
across the walkway had flooded. Sunday afternoon late it 
started to rain and rain and rain until well after midnight. 
Everything was soaked and flooded. The new ditch filled 
up with sand washed in from the rain. They had a 
portable pump out there to get rid of the water. Our tent 
didn't get set up till late Monday afternoon, so everyone 
of our group just relaxed and waited. Tuesday morning, 
(opening day) found us setting up our tent and canopy. 
     Cont’d 

The ground was like a wet sponge under us. A neighboring 
vendor came over and said the tent people had left a part 
of a bundle of 3/4" plywood sheeting in front of their tent 
and they wanted it gone, and wondered if we wanted it. 
Obviously, we took it and lined our entire tent floor and 
walkways with it, 21 sheets in all. It was like manna from 
heaven.   The first 2 days open, (Tue & Wed.) the airshow 
didn't start till 3:00 ,so we got to operate longer and outdid 
last years rider ship both days. However on Thurs, Fri Sat 
& Sun, they started the airshows much earlier than normal 
and we were down on rider ship by half on those days. Had 
we not raised the price, we would not have made any 
money at all. As it is we are down a couple thousand from 
last year. We were lucky to be able to tear down on Sunday 
and we took all that plywood along to cover our wagons 
before we put on the tarps to prevent big pockets of water 
from sitting in the tarps. (We had planned on buying 
plywood to do that anyway) We had to buy a couple new 
tarps and we got some pipe insulation to protect the 
corners of the plywood from rubbing on the tarps. I finished 
up on Monday getting the finances straightened out and 
turned back the tractors and other details. Then packed up 
and headed for home about 1:00 that day. I will have a full 
report at the meeting   many thanks to all that came there 
and WORKED. We had just enough help to pull it off and 
many went above and beyond to see that things got done. 
Again, a huge thank you to all, we are eternally grateful.    
 
 

LeRoy 
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Real World Solutions, Inc 
Mazda Rotary conversion Products 

www.rotaryaviation.com 
Tracy and Laura Crook 
5500 NW 72 Way 

                         Bell, Florida 32619          
                                    386-935-2973 

 
Email: Tcrook@rotaryaviation.com    lcrook@rotaryaviation.com  

 

 
                                         “Free Estimates” 

Hauling: Limerock * Top Soil * Fill Dirt 
Sawdust * Mulch * Clay 

 
 

TOM’S HOMESITE PREP 
Land Clearing * Leveling 
Grading * Driveways * Culverts 

Harrowing * Mowing  
“CallAnytime” 

TomFletcher                                         P.O. Box 177                                                                                
(386) 935-1656          O’Brien, FL 32071 

 
 
 
 
 
 

One of our members John Brennan flew west this 
month. He was a long time member of Chapter 797. 

 

 

Sport Pilot Rule Changes Coming  
 
The FAA will publish a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking on Tuesday that makes more than 20 
revisions to the rules for Sport Pilot certificates. 
According to Paul Hamilton, the author and DVD 
producer of Sport Pilot materials for ASA, there are 
some significant changes being proposed but nothing 
that should upset most involved in the category. 
Among the highlights is a requirement for at least an 
hour of instrument training for anyone who wants to 
fly a Light Sport Aircraft that goes faster than 87 
knots. The various ratings and endorsements 
available are now attached to the certificate rather 
than logbook entries and there are a lot of 
housekeeping details that clarify and, in some cases, 
alter the role and responsibility of an instructor. 
 
Hamilton was surprised with the timing of the 
posting of the rules on the FAA Web site as most of 
the industry is gathered in Lakeland, Fla. for Sun 'n 
Fun. "We knew these changes were coming but we 
didn't expect to see them until September," he said. 
Hamilton noted that complex rules like Sport 
Pilot/Light Sport inevitably need tweaking after 
they're put into practice and, after three years in 
force, Sport Pilot is due. There will be a 90-day 
comment period after the NPRM is published.�
 

 
We need a newsletter Editor!!!! 

 
I can’t do it all, 

 
President Jeanne Parker 
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